Andre Laban. Meeting the Legend.  

Laban was an operator at Cousteau crew, engineer and inventor, artist and innovator. He designed a diving boat. He paints amazing underwater sceneries. He is called Leonardo da Vinci of our time. He is a humble genius whose work inspires for life. Every thing he takes on –conquering the ocean, cooking at home restaurant, or just shaving – generates masterpieces. 
Laban was born in Marseille (France) in 1928. Relatives of Andre lived in Ukraine, in the city of Lviv. He was an engineer and in 1952 he joined the crew of Cousteau at the Calypso boat, where he worked for twenty years. He worked as operator for the Oscar-winning documentary “The Silent World”, and later he became a marine pilot of Calypso. 
In 1965 he invented underwater painting after he had spent a month on the depth. Andre shows sea on his canvas in the way it is seen by the scuba divers. His work is characterized by a unique blue-green range of colors. 

“Underwater painting  - is not a business. It is my main passion”, - says Andre. “I started to paint when I was eight; I painted under water in many seas of the world.” 
The process of underwater painting is almost as the process of painting in the way common onshore. Mr. Laban puts on a diving suit, and puts a special liquid on canvas to prevent it from getting wet. He uses oil paints, which does not soak in the water. He also uses palette-knife instead of brushes. Laban puts paint on the canvas in thick layer with broad strokes, and blends them. Same paints, same canvas. But completely different world. 
After the underwater session, on the land Andre rinses the painting with the fresh water, finishes all the details, and puts his signature. 

In Ukraine Andre Laban is exclusively represented by the Mystetska Zbirka art gallery: 
2009 – “Retro photography and underwater painting”, Mystetska Zbirka art gallery, Kyiv, Ukraine.  

About the pictures: One Man Chauve. Pictures from 1973-1983
“One day in 1968 I changed my face with the shaving mousse while shaving.” Andre Laban found the way to use his many talents differently and created the collection of unique pictures. Special sense of humor and the technique of film’s double development generated a series of characters and stories, which were photographed by Andre during 20 years. 

These pictures were taken in 70s-80s long before the digital photography and Photoshop, simply with the use of the film and slides without their processing after development.
2011 – “Underwater painting”, Mystetska Zbirka art gallery, Kyiv, Ukraine. 
